
Introducing myself to St Martin’s - July 2017 

By Kevin Robertson 

This is a combination of 3 sermons preached to introduce myself to the congregation.  

Part 1: 

You know what I love about being here at St Martins? I get to wake up every day to do something I love. I get to 

inspire people to discover their true identity in Christ. It’s the most wonderful thing in the world. In fact, the best 

part is trying to figure out all the different ways I can do that. This energises and motivates me. 

My key question is: "Who are these particular people, and how can I be with them in such a way that they can 

become who God is making them?" As Eugene Peterson puts it: “The assumption of spirituality is that God is always 

doing something before we know it. So the task is not to get God to do something we think needs to be done, but to 

become aware of what God is doing so that we can respond to it and participate and take delight in it.” 

I believe that God called to make St Martins my spiritual home. That was the message God gave me in November last 

year when I sat at the back there early in the 7am service. He said this is your new home. You can be at home here. 

A church it is more of a home than a club. A club is a place you go to, to meet with like-minded people to engage in 

an agreed activity, and then you go back to the real world. A club is often an escape from reality and then you go 

back to whatever the mess is. Yes, for many their church experiences are like a club or even a drug that frees them 

temporarily from reality, an “opium of the people” that Marx perceived, but that is not my kind of church! 

My Church is a Home. Home is where you can be you. It is in the real world but is a sanctuary and a place where you 

can be real, rejuvenate, be equipped and be ready to live fully again. Home is where family are.  You don't choose 

family - often being in family is not easy, but that does not stop them being family. St Martins will not be easy 

because we are family. If it is easy then we have become a club and that is not who we are. Families are often more 

dysfunction than function and I hope we become more function than dysfunction! But Family is where you learn to 

grapple with living in the mess of life, because family journeys with you in the failures and successes, in the 

celebrations and disappointments.   

For me our Christian faith does not promise to make us whole and remove our suffering in a simplistic escapism, but 

rather Christ is the one who promises joy in the midst of our brokenness, and depth in the embrace of our pain. This 

was the life Jesus lived and his crucifixion exemplifies this most fully.  

It all starts with God: GOD WHO LOVES US, CREATES us and wants to share life with us forever. Our own response of 

love allows God’s life to flow into us without limit. Our only desire and our one choice should be this: I want and I 

choose what better leads to God's deepening life in me – so starts Saint Ignatius’ principle and foundation.  

 My job is simply to be here, to listen, to journey with each of you, teaching, preaching Scripture as well as I can, and 

being honest with you. I must try not doing anything to interfere with what the Spirit is shaping in you.  

Yes, and my job is not to solve people's problems or make them happy, but to help them see the grace operating in 

their lives. It's hard to do, because our whole culture is going the other direction, saying that if you're smart enough 

or get the right kind of help, you can solve all your problems. My responsibility is to help you ask important 

questions, not to provide simplistic answers. Questions open the doors to truth, not answers that close the doors of 

revelation.  

I am not Rob Taylor, Mike Skevington, Peter or Lynda Wyngaard and will not serve you like they did. So please do not 

box me or ask me to fit a mould, because I will not easily fit! My story is not their story. 

I am here to serve Christ in you. That is the hope of glory. I am here to wash your feet, cry with you, and drink 

coffee, tea and whiskey with you.  

The most important person here today is Christ and the place I will find Christ is in each of you.  

 



That is the key to the Colossians reading today. Paul proclaims: I have become its servant by the commission God 

gave me to present to you the word of God in its fullness - the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, 

the hope of glory. He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may 

present everyone fully mature in Christ. To this end I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully 

works in me. 

This is my calling here at St Martins, to serve you and to help you understand the mystery of Christ in you, the hope 

of Glory. He is the one I want to, as Paul says, proclaim! And by admonishing and teaching everyone with hopefully 

some wisdom, so that we may together become fully mature in Christ. To this end I, like Paul, will strenuously 

contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully works in me. 

When you were baptised, confirmed, gave your live to Christ, invited him into your heart, or whatever way you want 

to express this move towards God. The result is the same: Christ in you - the hope of glory. Christ is not here in this 

church. Christ-in-you is here in this church. Christ our ascended Lord is present everywhere, but primarily in the 

hearts and lives of those he calls his own. You are his light, his hands, and his feet in this world.  

So, a key question I will be exploring with you all over the next season of our journey is this: 

Why does St Martins exist? 

The ancient calling on Abraham and all of us is that we are blessed to be a blessing. This is the essential calling on 

humanity echoing through the bible. Most of the biblical history is how people have been blessed and enjoyed the 

blessings but resisted passing them on by becoming a blessing to others.  

How have we been blessed here at St Martins, individually and as a body of Christ in this place? And what is our role 

in blessing others, in being the blessing?  

Our Gospel reading gives us the foundation principle for this: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything 

I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

GO and BE part of the business of making disciples who make disciples, who make disciples…  

So: 

 Our journey is to discover who we already are in Christ and learn to live in that freedom.  

 I want you to know that God loves you as you are and desires a relationship with you that changes how you 

live and think for the better.  

 That God has gifted you to make a positive difference in your home and work and church and world 

 That Jesus in you will do all this as you allow him to.  

 It is not about performance but being the person God designed you to be – the beloved of God 

 I am here to serve you by leading you and to lead you by serving you. I have journeyed too long in life to be 

power hungry for me.  

 How can I assist you to remove the scams and scales from your life, your eyes, to allow you to discover your 

true identity as the Beloved of God? That is my abiding question and mission.  

 Our journey is to discover who we already are in Christ and learn to live in that freedom.  

In conclusion: 

Many of you will know that some of the men from St Martins came to Em’seni, where I previously worked, for a 

camp in March. After the camp I was able to join the early Wednesday morning men’s group who meet in the gold 

room and I was presented with a welcome to St Martin’s gift: a huge beach towel and a pair of flip flops. Wonderful 

symbols of my new life here.  

Praying around my move here I became aware that these symbols could be more than just utility items for the 

beach, and so I took the towel and Cathy made this lovely stole. The priest’s stole has always been a towel symbol 

echoing Jesus’ washing of the disciples’ feet. And so, this towel symbolises two things today: Firstly, I must wash 

your feet in all sort of ways and secondly, we must have fun doing it. Christian life is as real as life on the beach with 

sea and sand and wind, as in these buildings with their attributes.  



Part 2: A more personal testimony 

I was born at a very young age! 1960! Here in Durban – Parklands Hospital. I lived all my childhood between the 

Berea and Westville in 4 different houses. I went to Westville infants’ school, Clifton Durban and Hilton College. After 

school I started a B.Com. Degree at the Howard College campus finishing it off in Pietermaritzburg, and then 

completed a HDE. Cathy and I were married in 1982, I was 21 and she was 19. We had our son Dale a few years later 

and then our daughter Sandra. Dale is due to get married in November this year and lives in Winterton. Sandra is 

married and lives in Winston Park area and is expecting her third child in August.  

In 1983, I was conscripted into the SADF and took a stand as a conscientious non-combatant. I was eventually sent to 

Pretoria where I served most of the 2 years as a pay clerk. While in the army I began to study theology and 

eventually completed a B. Theology honours degree though UNISA. After the army, I began to teach Accountancy at 

Pretoria Boys High. It was while at this great school that I was ordained a deacon and then a priest. In December this 

year I will celebrate 30 years of ordination to the priesthood. I left PBHS in 1988 and served as rector of St Georges 

Anglican church in White River. Those were 3 wonderful years of ministry before God, in his amusement, called be 

back to Hilton College where I was school chaplain for 19 years from 1992 – 2010.   

In 2011, Cathy and I went to Em’seni Camp where we have been serving in a ministry of hospitality for the past 6.5 

years. And now we are here with you and ready to serve you in whatever way God desires. 

That is the brief biological overview, but much more important for a testimony is the spiritual journey. I was baptised 

as a Congregationalist, grew up and was confirmed in the Methodist Church. Called to ministry on 22 June 1980 in an 

Assemblies of God service in Pietermaritzburg. In 1980 I was eventually confirmed as an Anglican in St Alpheges, 

Scottsville where Colin Peattie was the rector. Ordained to the diaconate in August 1986 and priesthood on 16 

December 1987 at St Alban’s Cathedral in Pretoria under Bishop Richard Kraft.  

I have also enjoyed a wonderful diverse and eclectic spiritualties. God became real to me during the confusion of 

adolescence and I recall making numerous commitments and recommitments over those years at Hilton College. A 

key role was played by a branch of Scripture Union that focused on the private schools. I eventually became a board 

member of SUIS (Scripture Union Independent Schools) and being very involved in their holiday camping ministry. A 

part of my recent role at Em’seni was developing their camping centre and looking after some of their staff as a 

mentor and spiritual director. I left school calling myself a Christian and joined the YMCA group at the Howard 

College Campus where my faith began to really grow and develop under the ministry of Mick Milligan. Here I became 

involved with AE (African Enterprise) in the SACLA movement, and growing out of it being a founder member of a 

new student Christian movement – SUCA (Student Union for Christian Action) which was my response in the student 

resistances to apartheid system of the 70’s and 80’s. Those were years of good solid evangelical faith. Certainty and 

purpose, exploration and long arguments about predestination, election and whether social action was a true 

Christian expression of faith. I dabbled in Anglicanism with ANSOC and visited Christ Church Addington when Peter 

Lee was rector and joined a youth group at St James, Morningside that loved playing Put Put down here at the Blue 

Lagoon.  

In 1979 my parents sold their house in Currie Road and went farming in the Dargle valley and so I moved to 

Pietermaritzburg campus and joined the ANSOC there, living for a while in their residence Ann House. These late 70 

and early 80’s were in PMB times when the Holy Spirit Charismatic revival was hitting the traditional churches in a 

big way. St Alpheges was at the heart of this and numerous members left to found and join other charismatic type 

churches. It was long nights of casting out demons, prophesying, fervent prayer meetings and expressions of all of 

the gifts in sometimes boisterous ways. Fun, heady, Spirit- filled and Spirit-led times that would lay in me a deep 

appreciation for the powerful working of the Holy Spirit in my life that continues today. Our move to Pretoria and 

joining the Cathedral Parish continued this move of Holy Spirit working in my life, balanced with the High Church life 

of Cathedral ministry. Here I learned to love incense and bells, chants, vestments and liturgical precision, 

intermingled with praying for healings, speaking in tongues, celebration of spiritual disciplines and caring for the 

lonely, mostly white, tramps of the road who the wandered the Pretoria streets. It was here that God redefined my 

original calling to ministry into an Anglican expression and, as mentioned, this is where I was ordained.  

I suppose what I have tried to share with you was that my early spiritual journey was a rich one and left me able to 

be comfortable in most forms of Christian expression and experience. This means that here at St Martins, I am 



equally at home in the more traditional 7am service as in the more contemporary 9 am. Both however are mild in 

comparison to my previous experiences. The 7am is not very traditional and the 9am not very exuberant. I love the 

organ and old solid theological hymns and find real meaning in expressing my worship in the newer ones that keep 

on being churned out on a daily basis. For me, the common thread of our Anglicanism is the centrality of the 

Eucharist – the anchor of truth in the midst of whatever we do around it, the core of our faith - faithfully enacted 

and proclaimed again and again in obedience to Christ’s command.  

I will never have an “us” vs “them” mentality between any of our various services and the way they allow us to 

express our faith and allow God to reach in and touch us deeply. I am only interested in asking this kind of question: 

“How can I make the 7am more relevant to the regular 7amers? And “How can I make the 9am more relevant to the 

regular 9amers?” and the same for the evening service. God works in each of us uniquely and here in the family of St 

Martins we need to create the space and freedom for all of us to be “at home” in our spiritual journey, and I am 

reasonably well equipped to draw alongside you personally, where ever you are, in that adventure. 

But that is not the end of how God has been working in me! My years at Hilton College as school Chaplain meant to 

me that I was to minister to the diversity given by God to me and so sort to create a set of options for spiritual 

expression much like we have here. I would prepare for confirmation, boys from Anglican, Methodist, Presbyterian, 

Lutheran and even Catholic faith traditions and we had joint confirmation celebrations. 

Where am I today on my spiritual journey? Well there is still much movement, not away from anything that I have 

mentioned above, but an embracing of the interior journey and what we probably lump together under the umbrella 

of meditation and contemplation. Studying the revolutionary book by Richard Foster in the 1980’s and learning with 

him to the Celebration of the Disciplines, began a slow but steady quest into the interior life and the richness of 

ancient Christian traditions of meditation, contemplation, silence and solitude, of Christian Mysticism, Apopathic 

expressionless traditions and modern mindfulness. (Rereading this book recently made me realise how “tame” it was 

considering where I am now) Last year Cathy and I were able to journey with St Ignatius’s spiritual exercises and I 

have begun to offer retreats introducing other people on their faith journeys, to some practical expressions of these 

traditions such as the Examen, Lectio Davina, Centering prayer, and imaginative contemplation. One of the questions 

I will be exploring concerns when God want me to explore these within this St Martins context and how might that 

look? 

As I mentioned in part 1: Our journey is to discover who we already are in Christ, individually and corporately, and 

learn to live in that freedom. 

Part 3  
 
On Sunday night, I shared aspects of my testimony, my story of how I understand how God has and is working in my 

life. Part of my realisation and what I tried to express is that all of my life has been a preparation for this moment. 

My diverse range of spiritual wanderings and experiences, the opportunities for a wide range of ministry 

opportunities, have equipped me to serve you. I am here to serve you by leading you and lead you by serving you, 

and the only way I can do that is to be the me God has blessed me to be, and continue to be open to the 

empowering wisdom of God, the Holy Spirit, as I serve you all.  

Today I want to briefly touch on 3 ideas that complete this self-introduction. My personal mission statement, my 

scriptural foundation for ministry, and my understanding of my ministry profile. In each I will only give a brief 

overview to share more of who I am in-Christ with you.  

1. Mission statement: 

Many years ago, I prayed for God to give me 2 things: a personal mission statement that would in a simple way be 

the big picture of my life and then a scripture that would be the foundation of my ministry.   

What about you? Do you have a personal mission statement guiding your life? Do you have a scripture that God has 

laid on your heart that informs your spirituality? If not, why don’t you begin to discover what these might be? 

My motto or mission statement is this: To enjoy life in Christ, with others, as God’s special Children. Short but 

meaty! Today I am going to focus on the word “enjoy”. Enjoying life, for me, is not something hedonistic: all pleasure 



and selfishness; but rather a deeper awareness that God designed me to live in relationship with him, to live fully in 

him and to celebrate life with him.  The visual picture is back in the garden of Eden, when Adam and Eve would meet 

God in the cool of the evening and share with him all the amazing things they had discovered and done that day and 

he would unfold more of the wonder and mystery of all he created with them. This is true fellowship and this life of 

thanksgiving or “Eucharisteo”, is all about life being enjoyable. The word enjoyable has its roots in the word to 

“rejoice” and as a verb refers to “taking delight and pleasure in”. For me, this is all about taking delight and pleasure 

in the life God has given me. The word also refers to “enjoying the benefits of something” and for me, that is about 

enjoying the benefits of being a child of God, a beloved son, in whom God is pleased and with who God desires a 

relationship with me. 

So, if I have had a few too many days when life is not enjoyable then I know that I must do something about that, 

which normally means - get closer to God and seek his kingdom in my life, to realign again with the core truth of 

God’s Love and Grace in my life. This is not to say every day is “heaven on earth”, but that in the mess of life, in the 

trials and tribulation, the darkness and desperateness, I know the light and deep joy of God’s presence. I suppose the 

best way to explain this to you is to ask you to read the Psalms. That is a good insight into the wrestling and honesty 

of what I am talking about. Most Psalms are not all sweet and gooey like Psalm 23, or our Psalm 148, this morning. 

Most are honest cries of frustration, questioning and even telling God off; but all are tempered with a deep trust in 

the faithfulness of God and that God is still sovereign and just. As I said last week, for me, God does not promise to 

make us whole and remove from us all suffering, but rather that Christ is the one who promises joy in the midst of 

our brokenness and depth in the embrace of our pain. 

2. Scriptural Foundation: 2 Corinthians 4. 

On my ordination retreat, some 30 years ago, I like a good evangelical, asked God to give me a scripture as the 

foundation verse or verses for my ministry, and he did. He gave me the whole chapter of 2 Corinthians Chapter 4. 

We had the first 6 verses read in our reading today.  

2 Corinthians 4: 1Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. 2 Rather, 
we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. 
On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the 
sight of God. 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 The god of this age 
has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of 
Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves 
as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,”[a] made his light shine 
in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ 

 

Listen to them again from Eugene Peterson’s paraphrase and you will see how good they have been as a foundation 

for ministry passage:  

1-2 Since God has so generously let us in on what he is doing, we’re not about to throw up our hands and 

walk off the job just because we run into occasional hard times. We refuse to wear masks and play games. 

We don’t manoeuvre and manipulate behind the scenes. And we don’t twist God’s Word to suit ourselves. 

Rather, we keep everything we do and say out in the open, the whole truth on display, so that those who 

want to can see and judge for themselves in the presence of God. If our Message is obscure to anyone, it’s 

not because we’re holding back in any way. No, it’s because these other people are looking or going the 

wrong way and refuse to give it serious attention. All they have eyes for is the fashionable god of darkness. 

They think he can give them what they want, and that they won’t have to bother believing a Truth they can’t 

see. They’re stone-blind to the dayspring brightness of the Message that shines with Christ, who gives us the 

best picture of God we’ll ever get. Remember, our Message is not about ourselves; we’re proclaiming Jesus 

Christ, the Master. All we are is messengers, errand runners from Jesus for you. It started when God said, 

“Light up the darkness!” and our lives filled up with light as we saw and understood God in the face of Christ, 

all bright and beautiful. 



I said that I have an evangelical basis to my faith journey and a high view of scripture. What is an evangelical? Wow, 

that is a big debate, but no space for that here. All I want to offer is the summary made by Alister McGrath, of 

Wycliffe College, Oxford:  

An evangelical faith perspective has: 

 A focus, both devotional and theological, on the Person of Jesus Christ, especially His death on the cross. 

 The identification of Scripture as ultimate authority in matters of spirituality, doctrine and ethics. 

 An emphasis on conversion or a “new birth” as a life-changing religious experience. 

 A concern for sharing the faith, especially through evangelism.  

 To this I add: A commitment to lifelong discipleship that transforms individuals and communities proclaiming 

the Kingdom of God as a present reality.  

 

3. My ministry style is that an Apostle-Teacher blend.  

In Ephesians 4, Paul describes the 5-fold ministry like this: 11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the 

evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be 

built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining 

to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

There are a variety of definitions of what these each mean so allow me to define what I understand briefly and then 

how that applies in my ministry as one of your leaders.  

APOSTLES AS DREAM AWAKENERS 

JR Woodward has nicknamed apostles “dream awakeners,” because the heart of an apostle is to awaken people and 

communities to join God in the renewal of all things. He defines an apostle like this: Apostles are sent by God to help 

create a discipleship ethos and to call people to participate in the advancement of God’s kingdom. Apostles seek to 

help people understand and live out their calling as sent people in the world for the sake of the world. They make 

disciples, who in turn make other disciples, who multiply ministries that bless the world.  

Apostles help people discover and live out their calling and create a discipleship ethos in the congregation. You have 

already heard me emphasis this last week! 

TEACHERS AS LIGHT GIVERS 

JR Woodward calls teachers - light givers, because they shed light on the text and help us understand it in a life-

giving and liberating way. Teachers, he suggests are those who, help the congregation to actively inhabit the sacred 

text by immersing ourselves in Scripture and dwelling faithfully in God’s story. Teachers understand the importance of 

the Word of God in transforming lives. They help God’s people remember that the Bible is a voice to be heard, not just 

a book to read. They seek to help the congregation to be “a community capable of hearing the story of God we find in 

the scripture and living in a manner that is faithful to that story.” 

One of my qualifications is a teacher and I have spent most of my ministry in the teaching space and so education is 

a big part of who I am. 

So, my default style of leading is as an Apostle/teacher and the focus is to create a discipleship culture, by 

immersing ourselves in the truth of God’s Holy word enabling us to discover our true identity in Christ and living 

that out in a manner that transforms us individually impacting for Christ all we encounter in ever widening circles.  

In conclusion: 

The Clifton StrengthsFinder assessment is a very useful way of discovering our gifting’s. I am a qualified coach in this 

instrument and am pleased that most of those in leadership here have already become aware of this resource. Based 

on this, my leadership style is that of a strategic thinking. I am a thinking, driven person, driven by my need to be 

creative in expressing my faith and helping others to discover theirs; driven in my mind always scheming and 

teeming with ideas and strategies for doing these things. As I am getting to know this staff team you have blessed 



me with, I am getting increasing excited as to how our strengths complement each other, all to Gods glory and your 

discipleship. So, expect me to ask you to do more than warm the pew seats each Sunday. 

But today is not about me. I share about my life to hopefully encourage you to reflect on your own life.  

I strongly believe each of you has these 3 things. And, if not, you need to commit to discovering what they are. 

1. A personal Mission Statement 

2. A scriptural basis for everyday living 

3. A ministry gifting that builds God’s Kingdom 

My leadership role is to help you discover these for yourself, grow in them and become your true identity in Christ. 

What are these strengths and ministries for? Paul reminds us: 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that 

the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God 

and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

That brings me back to where a started in my opening statement: You know what I love about being here at St 

Martins? I get to wake up every day to do something I love. I get to inspire people to discover their true identity in 

Christ. It’s the most wonderful thing in the world. In fact, the best part is trying to figure out all the different ways I 

can do that. This energises and motivates me. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Appendix: 

A brief overview if the 5 fold ministry as per JR Woodward’s book: Creating a Missional Culture - Equipping the 

Church for the Sake of the World. 

 Equipper  Focal Concern   Telos (Destinations) Marks 

Apostle 

(dream 

awakener)  

Living out our calling  Creating a discipleship ethos and calling people to participate in 

advancing God’s kingdom  

Prophet 

(heart revealer)  

Pursuing God’s shalom  Calling the church to God’s new social order and standing with the 

poor and oppressed  

Evangelist 

(story teller)  

Incarnating the good 

news  

Proclaiming the good news by being witnesses and being redemptive 

agents  

Pastor 

(soul healer)  

Seeking wholeness and 

holiness  

Cultivating life-giving spirituality within community and embodying 

reconciliation  

Teacher 

(light giver)  

Inhabiting the sacred text 

The Holy Bible  

Immersing ourselves in Scripture and dwelling faithfully in God’s story  

 

 How does God want to use you to build his Kingdom? 

 What is your mix of these “equipper” ministries? 


